
    Page 1 of 3 
 

Report from Gani-Dah e.V. Krefeld Association for the development of 
education and training in Africa (currently Mali and Burundi) 
 

Birgit Biehl, Chairwoman 

 As part of our project work in Mali and Burundi, we decided in 2010 - after I had taken part in a 
construction course at EG Solar in Altötting - to use solar cookers to improve the nutritional 

situation in Gani-Dah / Mali and set up a school kitchen. 
For most of the children in our newly built schools and 
kindergarten, this kitchen was to provide the only hot meal 
of the day; the children travelled up to 10 km on foot 
through the sand in the 
morning and returned 
after 5 p.m., usually 
without a solid meal. 
Teams from the village 
women's communities 
were quickly found who 
wanted to take over the 

cooking. With much shouting, the men from the local 
association that I had founded assembled two SK14 solar 
cookers of EG Solar that they had brought with them, to the 
disbelieving amazement of the women. Water was heated in the large special pot and noodles 
were cooked. When the food was ready after a relatively short time and had been tasted by a 
courageous man, all the bystanders fell to their knees and shouted in Bambara: ‘Allah has given 
us food!’  
Of course, that's when my lesson began: I presented this work 
of God as a human invention, explained the physics in their lan-
guage using simple words and practised the processes with the 
women, explained the dangers, etc. A storeroom in one of the 
two schools was designated as the storage location; responsi-
ble persons were assigned to look after it and instructed several 
times. From the next day onwards, long-life supplies were 

bought at the 
local market, 
vegetables were procured from the fields previ-
ously prepared by our organisation with a sim-
ple irrigation 
system and the 
school kitchen 
could begin! 
The effect was 
tremendous .... 
For the follow-
ing school year, 

numerous children from the surrounding villages without any 
school were enrolled for lessons in Gani-Dah - the children usu-
ally have to earn their own food by working in the fields. As our school offered a meal, many chil-
dren were actually able to start school!  
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This measure ran reliably until 2015, when marauding gangs, Peulh groups and Islamist rebels 
repeatedly attacked and robbed the village, three schoolchildren were murdered and most peo-
ple fled. The schools are fully extant but are still closed. Our great team of teachers saved the 
library and the solar cookers. Everything is waiting for peaceful times, for the return to the village, 
for the resumption of all our projects ... 

Burundi 

 Burundi is also experiencing numerous crises and conflicts, the poverty is oppressive, but our 
association has been able to work relatively undisturbed under the umbrella of the Catholic 
Church in general since 2008 despite military confrontations and has realised numerous large 
projects. Here - in East Africa - the situation for the use of solar cookers is very different from that 
in Mali. Our work in the mountain village of Kayoba at an altitude of 1800 metres near Makamba 
is a good example of this: In Burundi, unlike in Mali, for example, people do not live in close-knit 
communities with centralised squares, but each farmstead 
lies alone at a considerable distance from the next. Each 
farm is inhabited by an entire extended family. There are 
narrow connecting paths between the farmsteads. A family 
in Kayoba had asked us for a solar cooker, so in 2010 we 
heaved an SK14, complete with pot and accessories, up 

the mountain and 
through the 
narrow paths to 
the small square 
at the homestead. With great vigour, the young men 
assembled it, set it up and tried it out with a lot of the 
country's typical beans, which the hungry boys 
devoured with both hands - a complete success that 
brought great joy to the family! 

After a few days, we received the news in the valley that we would have to pick up the solar cooker 
again. The reason: the family now had something that all the other families didn't have. They were 
constantly passing by on the trails to see what they were cooking in the pot and then eating. That 
wouldn't do... So we had to dismantle the cooker and take it back down to the valley. Fortunately, 
the hospital in Makamba had already registered a need, so we rebuilt the cooker in the courtyard 
of the maternity ward, instructed the doctors and nurses and invited the young mothers to cook. 
Everything went well - after a few days: that wouldn't work, all the women would see what you 
were cooking and eating ... Since then, our SK 14 in Makamba has been working reliably in the 
maternity ward to disinfect the medical instruments and equipment and everyone is happy ...  

That just shows how different people's lifestyles and needs are! 
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